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Founding and Origins


The Research Society on Alcoholism (RSOA) is a leading international organization committed to advancing research on alcoholism and its effects on human health and behavior. It offers a crucial platform for researchers to share insights into the complex dimensions of alcohol use, including its potential benefits and numerous harms. The RSOA’s primary mission is to support scientific inquiries that lead to effective prevention and treatment strategies for alcoholism, as well as to mitigate the adverse societal impacts of alcohol. Boasting over 1,500 members worldwide, RSOA is at the vanguard of alcohol research, promoting interdisciplinary collaboration among scientists to tackle the intricacies of alcohol-related issues and enhance public health outcomes. Recognizing the significance of this mission, Wallpics has generously donated $5,000 to the RSOA. 


This article explores the critical issue of alcoholism, detailing the RSOA’s organization, its objectives, projects, methodologies, research findings, and the continuing impact of the RSOA in the realm of alcoholism research.


Tackling Alcoholism: The Need for Research and Action


Alcoholism, or alcohol use disorder (AUD), represents a significant public health challenge that transcends social, economic, and cultural boundaries, affecting millions of people of various ages worldwide. Characterized by an inability to manage drinking habits despite adverse consequences, alcoholism contributes to a wide array of health complications, including liver disease, cardiovascular problems, mental health disorders, and an increased risk of accidents and injuries. Beyond the individual, the repercussions of alcoholism extend to families and communities, manifesting in broken relationships, economic burden, and heightened instances of violence and neglect.
The morbidity associated with alcoholism underscores the urgent need for comprehensive research and targeted interventions. Current statistics reveal a troubling rise in alcohol-related morbidity, signaling the necessity to address this issue through multifaceted approaches. Research plays a pivotal role in understanding the complex interplay of genetic, environmental, and social factors that contribute to alcoholism. By delving deeper into these aspects, scientists and healthcare professionals can develop more effective prevention strategies, tailor treatment modalities to individual needs, and identify at-risk populations for early intervention.


Moreover, public health initiatives aimed at curbing alcoholism require a concerted effort that includes policy changes, community-based programs, and education campaigns designed to raise awareness about the dangers of excessive alcohol consumption. These interventions must be inclusive, targeting people of different ages and backgrounds, to ensure a broad-reaching impact. As alcoholism continues to pose a significant threat to public health, the need for ongoing research and innovative interventions becomes increasingly apparent. Only through sustained efforts can we hope to stem the tide of alcoholism and mitigate its profound impact on society.


Advancing Intervention Strategies at RSOA’s 2019 Annual Scientific Meeting


The 2019 Research Society on Alcoholism (RSOA) Annual Scientific Meeting in Minneapolis was a pivotal event that brought together researchers from the University of Southern California (USC) and around the world to share insights on combating Alcohol Use Disorder (AUD). This gathering highlighted the gravity of AUD in the U.S., affecting approximately 15 million individuals and leading to 88,000 alcohol-related deaths annually. The meeting served as a collaborative platform for experts from diverse fields to discuss the latest research and innovative intervention strategies. Presentations spanned a variety of topics, including mindfulness-based relapse prevention and the study of alcohol use among first-generation college students. Through plenary sessions, workshops, and discussions, the RSOA meeting fostered a multidisciplinary approach to addressing AUD, emphasizing the need for ongoing research and the development of effective treatment and prevention methods. This event underscored RSOA’s commitment to reducing the impact of alcohol-related harm through scientific inquiry and collaboration.


Enhancing Substance Abuse Treatment with Mindfulness


Jordan Davis’s presentation at the annual meeting focused on evaluating mindfulness-based relapse prevention (MBRP) against traditional treatment approaches for young adults in residential treatment for substance abuse. The study meticulously compared the outcomes of MBRP, which incorporates mindfulness practices and coping strategies for managing stress and cravings, to the usual care involving cognitive-behavioral therapy and a 12-step recovery process. Participants engaged in MBRP sessions learned mindfulness techniques, such as recognizing distressing thoughts without avoidance and cultivating compassion towards themselves and others.


The research revealed significant benefits of MBRP, including reduced stress and cravings, which in turn increased the likelihood of sustained recovery. These findings suggest the potential for mindfulness-based interventions to revolutionize treatment paradigms across various mental and behavioral health issues. Davis’s study underscores the importance of integrating mindfulness practices into substance abuse treatment and any other addictive behavior, highlighting the need for further research to expand the applicability of mindfulness interventions in promoting long-term recovery and well-being.


Mindfulness-Based Relapse Prevention (MBRP): A Holistic Approach to Substance Abuse Treatment


Mindfulness-Based Relapse Prevention (MBRP) is a groundbreaking approach to treating addictive behaviors, integrating mindfulness practices with cognitive-behavioral relapse prevention strategies. The origins of MBRP trace back to the influential work of Dr. Jon Kabat-Zinn, who introduced mindfulness to the Western world in the 20th century, particularly through his book “Full Catastrophe Living.” Kabat-Zinn defined mindfulness as the act of paying attention intentionally, in the present moment, and without judgment—a concept particularly challenging yet beneficial for those struggling with addiction.


MBRP was developed by combining mindfulness-based stress reduction (MBSR), mindfulness-based cognitive therapy (MBCT), and traditional relapse prevention techniques pioneered by Drs. Jon Daley and G. Alan Marlatt. This innovative treatment aims to help individuals with addictive disorders learn to handle uncomfortable thoughts and feelings, including cravings and urges, through mindfulness and acceptance rather than avoidance and resistance.


The program emphasizes self-compassion, acceptance, and the practice of mindfulness exercises like meditation, “urge surfing,” and loving kindness meditation to enhance self-awareness and self-regulation. Unlike traditional 12-Step programs that may emphasize powerlessness and the necessity of abstinence, MBRP offers a more flexible approach, supporting harm reduction and moderation strategies as well. It acknowledges the internal power of individuals to manage their behaviors and reduce the risk of relapse.


One of the key components of MBRP is the cultivation of a nonjudgmental awareness of the present moment, which can significantly impact one’s relationship with substance use. Practices such as loving kindness meditation, introduced by Dr. Jack Kornfield, and walking meditation, encourage participants to engage in mindfulness in a way that suits their individual preferences and needs.


MBRP is designed to be adaptable, suitable for both group and individual settings, and encourages active participation and home practice to achieve the best outcomes. It aligns with some aspects of 12-Step approaches, such as acceptance and the use of meditation, but differs in its stance on self-identification with labels and the emphasis on internal power over reliance on a Higher Power.


The foundation of MBRP rests on understanding and navigating urges without acting on them, a skill Dr. G. Alan Marlatt referred to as “urge surfing.” This approach helps clients see cravings as normal and transient, empowering them to take charge of their actions and decisions.
In summary, MBRP represents a comprehensive approach to recovery, focusing on mindfulness, connectedness, and inner growth. It has evolved from the synthesis of Kabat-Zinn’s mindfulness teachings, CBT principles, and Marlatt’s relapse prevention strategies, offering a flexible, compassionate, and effective path toward managing addiction and fostering long-term recovery.


Mindfulness in Action: Preventing Alcohol Relapse


Mindfulness-Based Relapse Prevention (MBRP) offers a novel and effective approach in treating alcohol addiction by integrating mindfulness practices with traditional relapse prevention techniques. Here’s how MBRP can help individuals struggling with alcohol addiction:


1. Enhanced Awareness of Triggers and Cravings


MBRP teaches individuals to become more aware of their triggers and the bodily sensations, thoughts, and emotions associated with cravings for alcohol. By fostering an increased awareness of these triggers and cravings, individuals can recognize early signs of potential relapse and employ mindfulness techniques to manage their responses.


2. Development of Non-Reactive Coping Strategies


One of the core components of MBRP is teaching individuals how to observe their cravings and negative emotions without immediately reacting to them. Through practices like “urge surfing,” individuals learn to ride out their cravings without giving in, viewing these urges as temporary and manageable experiences.


3. Reduction of Stress and Negative Emotional States


Stress and negative emotional states are significant relapse triggers for many individuals with alcohol addiction. MBRP incorporates mindfulness-based stress reduction techniques that help individuals reduce stress and regulate their emotions, which can decrease the likelihood of turning to alcohol as a coping mechanism.


4. Improvement in Self-Compassion and Self-Acceptance


MBRP emphasizes the importance of self-compassion and acceptance, encouraging individuals to treat themselves kindly and recognize that lapses are part of the recovery journey. This attitude helps reduce the shame and guilt often associated with relapse, making it easier for individuals to get back on track.


5. Enhanced Decision-Making and Impulse Control


Through mindfulness meditation and exercises, individuals develop greater control over their impulses and make more mindful decisions. This improved self-regulation can be critical in moments of temptation, helping individuals choose not to drink even in challenging situations.


6. Integration with Other Treatment Approaches


MBRP can be seamlessly integrated with other therapeutic approaches, including cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) and 12-Step programs. This flexibility allows individuals to benefit from a comprehensive treatment plan tailored to their specific needs and preferences.


7. Promotion of a Holistic Recovery Journey


MBRP encourages individuals to look beyond just abstaining from alcohol and focus on overall well-being. Mindfulness practices can enhance physical health, emotional balance, and spiritual growth, contributing to a more holistic and fulfilling recovery journey.


Innovating Alcoholism Research: The RSOA’s Multifaceted Approach


The Research Society on Alcoholism (RSOA) stands at the forefront of pioneering research into the complex nature of alcoholism, employing a diverse array of research methodologies to uncover the intricate facets of this condition. Through experimental and longitudinal studies, clinical trials, genetic analyses, and population-based surveys, the RSOA delves deep into understanding alcohol’s impact on the human brain and body. The organization’s commitment to methodological rigor and interdisciplinary collaboration has propelled the field forward, yielding significant advancements in our comprehension of alcohol dependence, its neuropsychological effects, epidemiology, and the efficacy of treatment modalities.


RSOA’s contributions have been instrumental in shaping policies, informing public health strategies, and refining clinical practices, thereby mitigating alcohol-related harms. Importantly, the research supported by the RSOA has also aided in destigmatizing alcohol use disorders, promoting the recognition of alcoholism as a complex disease requiring holistic and multifaceted treatment approaches.
Facing ongoing challenges such as evolving alcohol consumption patterns and the need for more effective treatments, the RSOA advocates for enhanced research funding and the practical application of research findings. This dedication not only ensures continuous improvement in alcoholism studies but also emphasizes the RSOA’s role in fostering a deeper understanding and more effective management of alcohol use disorders.


Conclusion


The Research Society on Alcoholism (RSOA) plays a pivotal role in addressing the complexities of alcohol addiction through rigorous research and the promotion of innovative treatment methods, such as Mindfulness-Based Relapse Prevention (MBRP). This approach, blending mindfulness practices with traditional relapse prevention techniques, offers a promising pathway for individuals battling alcohol addiction. It not only enhances awareness of triggers and cravings but also fosters non-reactive coping strategies, reduces stress, and promotes self-compassion. The flexibility of MBRP allows for its integration with other treatment modalities, broadening the spectrum of effective interventions. The generous donation from Wallpics to RSOA underscores the critical need for continued research and development in this field. It is through such collaborative efforts and the advancement of holistic treatment approaches that we can hope to make significant strides in solving the issue of alcohol addiction, ultimately leading to improved public health outcomes.
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